
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT HJPS NURSERY: CHANUKAH 1 
A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE STORY AND WHAT WE HAVE BEEN THINKING ABOUT: 

Please read below for a condensed version of the Chanukah story that we have taught the children. It would be beneficial if you could start discussing the story with your 
child at home over this weekend to reinforce key ideas.  

Please see attached a scanned copy of the shared text that we are learning from. These are the pictures that the children are familiar with. 

Phase 2 

 

Phase 3 – many more digraphs (and 
some trigraphs!) 

 

NOTICE TO PARENTS:  
 Phonics: This week we focused on sound ‘c.’ (Phase 2.) We are learning the vocal sound, what it looks like written down (grapheme), thinking about it as an initial sound and placing it 

in a cvc/cvcc words for oral blending practise. The next sound of phase 2 is ‘k’ – kicking k. Please send in any NAMED item featuring the sound ‘k’ for example a kite, a kitkat wrapper, 

a kangaroo, a kayak, a key, a king, a picture of a kiss, a picture of a kiwi fruit or a keyboard etc. It will be returned the following Friday when the new sound is learnt. Thank you very 

much in advance. 

 Please remember that Friday’s are own clothes day for children. This means you may dress your child in non – school uniform if you would like. (No sandals, kippah and tzitzit must be 

worn and shoulders covered for girls please.)  

 Please don’t forget a coin for Tzedakah Fridays – we are teaching the children about the idea of giving to charity. Copper coins are sufficient. 

 Please look in your child’s purple bag every evening. It is likely there will party invitations, their own work or any other correspondence from school in there. Please also note that this 

home school task folder goes home on a Friday and MUST be returned Monday morning in your child’s tray. Please read the entries to see what your child has been up to and also 

carry out any home task set. 

 Your child has been given a library book. Please read it with them a few times at home. It is an opportunity for you and your child to spend quality time together thinking about what the 

pictures represent and enforcing the idea of reading for pleasure. We are teaching the children that in English, we read from ‘top left’ so please do so too at home! Please ensure that it 

is returned by the following Wednesday by placing it in your child’s tray for your child to receive a new one. If library books are not returned unfortunately your child will not receive a 

new one.  

 If we  change your child into their spare clothes please replace them the next day. We always need a set of spare clothes for every child. 

 We will, from January, have ‘Kabbalat Shabbat Fridays’ where each week two children will be Shabbat Ima and Aba. You will be invited in to watch your child as head of the Shabbat 

table – a gorgeous Nursery tradition that both the children and parents love! The rota has been sent out. Any questions please talk to Mrs Ross. 

  

 LEARNING JOURNAL DROP 

INS – WEEK OF 9TH DEC – AM 

AND PM SLOTS (Parent or 

Grandparent welcome) 



Jewish people living a long time ago were ruled over by a horrible king called King Antiochus. This horrible king would not let Jewish people talk to Hashem, keep Shabbat, pray in 
shul, keep kosher etc. A very brave man called Judah Maccabee decided that he was going to fight against the horrible king and his army to allow the Jewish people to carry on 

practising being Jewish. He was brave and strong and with his soldiers (The Maccabee’s) won against (defeated) the King’s Army – he was a Jewish hero!! (Just like Avraham but for 
a different reason.) When all the fighting had stopped, the Maccabees went into their synagogue and saw that everything had been destroyed and that the oil needed to light the 

Chanukiah was spilt all over the floor. They found one jar but it only had enough oil for one day. Hashem made a miracle, and the oil burned for eight days!  With tremendous joy, the 
Jewish people cleaned the synagogue and began to light the Chanukiah. Every day of Chanukah we add another candle until all eight candles of the Chanukiah are burning. By adding 

a candle every night for 8 days, we remember the miracle of Chanukah. 
 
Our key objectives/priorities for this week have been: 

1. To remember the names of previous Chagim learnt about 
2. To know that the upcoming chag is called ‘Chanukah’ 
3. To recall characters from the story – King Antiochus, Judah Maccabee, The Maccabee’s 
4. To know that Judah Maccabee was a Jewish hero just like Avraham  
5. To recall key events of the story 
6. To remember that the Maccabee’s found one jar of oil but that it only had enough oil for one day 
7. To know that Hashem made a miracle and the oil burned for eight days!   
8. To understand the concept of a miracle 
9. To know that the Maccabee’s lit the Chanukiah for every day of Chanukah 
10. To know that we as Jews add another candle until all eight candles of the Chanukiah are burning. By adding a candle every night for 8 days, we remember the miracle of 

Chanukah - Key idea of use of Chanukiah – 8 candles for 8 nights 
 
Over the course of our topic we will be doing various Chanukah related activities including: 

 

 Looking deeply at the story of Chanukah. Songs will be sung with the children that will reinforce the key messages and characters/events 

 Specific Chanukah related books will be shared daily 

 Children’s own pictures of the Chanukah story will be made into a book. Nursery Practitioners will scribe for the children what pictures in the book are of/relate to which 
scene in the story 

 Constant focus on numbers 1-8 (9) – counting up in rote form, recognising numerals, one more and one less. Extending for doubling and further understanding of number 
sentences. 

 Focus on numbers past 9 and those with double digits 

 Hand print Chanukiah’s 

 Making Chanukah food – latkas and donughts with Miss Collins 

 Eating donughts 

 Spinning dreidels 

 Life sized Judah Maccabee - our Chanukah Hero! 

 Creation of swords and shields 

 Wrapping presents (related to giving presents at giving presents at Chanukah time) – Fine Motor Activity 

 Candle lighting 
 

Thank you to all parents who came in to Nursery for clay Chanukiah making this week. These will be sent home for 
the first night of Chanukah with a candle to be lit once they have dried and the children have glazed, painted and 

decorated them! 
Topic Based Songs: Chanukah 

 



Marching song – song x 2 
 

1, 2, 3, 4 1, 2, 3, 4 Take your drum and march 
along with me 

1, 2, 3, 4 1, 2, 3 everyone can be a Maccabee 
Brave and strong we march along 

There’s lots to do before the day is done 
Chanukah time is here again 
Happy Chanukah to everyone 

 
 

Donughts song – sing x 2 
 

Donughts donughts are so yummy 
I like them best when they are in my tummy 

Donughts donughts are so yummy 
Hooray it’s Chanukah 

 

We know a man song 
 

We know a man 
His name is Judah Maccabee 

And he found some oil 
So now we light the Chanukiah 

Every night we light one candle more 
We gather round the table singing Mo’at’zur 

 
We know a man 

His name is Judah Maccabee 
And he was so brave 

So now we light the Chanukiah 
Dreidels spin and we have gifts galore 

We gather round the table singing Mo’at’zur 
 

Chanukah is here let’s have some fun 
The Shamash lights the candles one by one 

Chanukah is here we just can’t wait 
The Shamash lights the candles up to 8 

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 

We know a man 
His name is Judah Maccabee 

And he found some oil 
So now we light the Chanukiah 

Every night we light one candle more 
We gather round the table singing Mo’at’zur 

 

 

An informative link with lots of information about Chanukah for 

children: 

http://www.chabad.org/kids/whatif/default_cdo/aid/1062971/jewish/Th

e-History-of-Chanukah.htm 

 

http://www.chabad.org/kids/whatif/default_cdo/aid/1062971/jewish/The-History-of-Chanukah.htm
http://www.chabad.org/kids/whatif/default_cdo/aid/1062971/jewish/The-History-of-Chanukah.htm

