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Philosophy Statement 
 
At Hertsmere Jewish Primary School, we feel that pupils should be actively involved in 
experiencing the mathematical curriculum in a variety of ways. It is important that 
pupils have the tools to carry out problems of different complexities in a range of areas 
and receive an education across the seven strands of learning as stated in the 
Primary Framework for mathematics.  
 
 

The Aims 
 
We strive for each child to be a “Primary Numerate Pupil” and by the end of Year 6 
therefore we aim: 
 

 To teach mathematics in line with National Curriculum guidelines; 

 To develop mastery of mathematical concepts, skills and attitudes; 

 To ensure that pupils have access to a broad and balanced mathematical 
curriculum; 

 To create a stimulating and exciting mathematical environment; 

 To encourage a positive attitude towards the learning of mathematics and an 
enthusiasm for the subject; 

 To promote an understanding of mathematics within all aspects of the primary 
curriculum; 

 To provide a differentiated mathematics curriculum to meet the needs of all 
children through the continuity of experiences; 

 To promote an understanding of mathematics within real life situations; 

 To develop the correct use of mathematical vocabulary and language; 

 To develop the pupils’ understanding of mathematics through practical tasks, 
problem solving and investigation; 

 
 

Organisation 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
 

 Maths area in classroom  

 Practical investigations 

 Interactive displays 

 Self -selection of resources 

 Number - counting, ordering numbers, 1 more than, 1 less than, addition and 
subtraction sums, doubling, halving, comparing numbers, number problems. 

 Shape, Space and Measure – Arrangements with objects, shapes in the 
environment, 2D and 3D Shapes, correct terminology and comparative language, 
positional language, properties of shape, patterns, ordering object by length, 
height, weight or capacity, money and time. 

 
In Years 1 - 6, the objectives from the National Curriculum are taught, supporting the 
children in their progression towards the expected levels at Key Stages 1 and 2. 
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Planning at Key Stage and whole school level ensures continuity and progression in 
mathematics.  Planning and evaluation for mathematics takes place on a weekly basis 
by the teacher or year group.  This is recorded in short-term plans. Lessons are 
evaluated according to whether the children have achieved the learning objectives. 
 
Maths lessons are structured with an introduction, a main consolidating activity and a 
plenary. 
 
In the Reception year, children receive approximately 3 lessons each week where 
Mathematics form the focus of the lesson, Key Stage One children receive at least 
four hours of maths each week, Key Stage Two children receive at least five hours per 
week. 
 
 

Resources 
 

 All classrooms have the practical resources they require according to the ages of 
the children.  This includes dienes equipment, number cards, multilink cubes and 
dice.  Number squares and Multiplication grids are on display in KS2 classrooms. 

 There is a central resource cupboard for topic related resources such as weights, 
clocks, fraction equipment and shapes. 

 All teachers are provided with resources to encourage fluency and mastery. 
 
 

Role of Computing 
 

 Children are taught how to use calculators in upper Key Stage Two 

 All pupils have access to computers and have opportunities to apply computing in 
their study of mathematics  

 A range of differentiated mathematical software is available.  A list of useful 
websites for mathematics is available to staff 

 Cross curricular links to computing are noted in planning 

 All classrooms are fitted with an interactive whiteboard to ensure that interactive 
teaching tools and programs can be used to aid the teaching of mathematics and 
to provide motivation 

 
 

Cross Curricular Links 
 

 We are aware that teaching in Maths is made more meaningful when opportunities 
to link with other curriculum areas are identified.  Science, Computing and Design 
Technology in particular, lend themselves easily to links with Mathematics. 
Patterns and relationships can be depicted in a creative and colourful way through 
Art.  Links can also be made with Jewish Studies. 

 

 Maths should be evident in the display work of every class and/or year group. 
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Equal opportunities and SEN 
 
As a school we are committed to ensuring that all pupils have equal access and 
opportunities in Maths regardless of gender, race and ability. This is monitored by 
analysing pupil performance to ensure there is no disparity between groups.  Where 
necessary, intervention is put in place to enable children to make progress.  Children 
with Special Educational Needs will be provided with alternative methods and 
equipment to enable them to progress and demonstrate achievement within the 
curriculum. 
 
 

More Able Children 
 
Class provision includes all teachers ensuring there are a variety of in-class strategies 
to stretch and challenge the most-able pupils and these pupils have suitably 
challenging targets.  The provision includes; 
 

 Differentiation, which can be achieved in the classroom by; outcome, resource, 
task, dialogue, support, layered questioning or pace and at home with 
differentiated homework, amongst others. 

 The development of independent learning by allowing pupils to organise their 
own work, to carry out tasks unaided, evaluate their work and become self-critical. 

 Mastery tasks which allow pupils to apply the curriculum in more complex and in-
depth, cross‐objective methods. They demonstrate how skilfully a pupil can apply 
their learning. Mastery is not just knowing a fact, but it is using that fact in 
increasingly more complex situations, often using reasoning or problem solving. 

 Extension work occurs when pupils are encouraged to develop more 
sophisticated thinking and reasoning skills. 

 
 

Safety 
 
Pupils will be made aware of safety issues that arise in topics or activities and will be 
trained to use the appropriate equipment and carry out tasks in a safe and responsible 
manner. 
 
 

Role of the Subject Leader 
 
The Subject Leader’s role is to: 

 oversee the Mathematics curriculum 

 provide a strategic lead for Mathematics throughout the school 

 encourage progression through the school 

 provide INSET 

 monitor and audit Mathematics regularly 

 support and advise colleagues 

 maintain links with external agencies 

 be aware of pupils who are not achieving more than expected progress 

 be aware of interventions taking place each year 


