
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK: WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING/LEARNING 

 

We have been learning some of our songs this week for our upcoming Greatest Showman performance. Each of us have got a part – we are 

so excited to perform for you on Friday 19th July. Each child can have a maximium of two adults to attend. We will be able to begin 

practising in the hall on the stage soon when Y6 go to the Radlett Centre!  

 

THIS WEEK AT HJPS NURSERY: YAAKOV 2 – PARASHAT VAYETZEI  

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE STORIES AND WHAT WE HAVE BEEN THINKING ABOUT: 

Vayetzei: 

 We recapped/remembered the last portion of the Yaakov, Rachel and Leah parasha + new movement over time.  

 Yaakov married Rachel and worked for Lavan for another 7 years. 7+7 =? 

 During the 14 years that Yaakov worked for Lavan as a shepherd he had lots of children – 11 boys and 1 girl. 

 When the 14 years were over, Yaakov wanted to go back with his wives and children to see his daddy Yitzchak. 

 "Uncle Lavan, I have worked for you fourteen years. I have twelve children and I need a place of my own. I want to take my 

wives and my children back to my old home in Erets Yisra’el where I can live on my own land." 

 Lavan didn’t want him to go because he was a good shepherd and the sheep were strong and there were lots of them. He 

asked Yaakov to work for another 6 years so in total he worked 20 years for Lavan. 

 How we do write the number 20? Which two digits? 

 For working for another 6 years for Lavan, Lavan gave Yaakov sheep and goats with spots and marks on them. After the 6 

years of working, Yaakov has hundreds of sheep and goats – he was very rich! 

 

 

 

Phase 2 

 

Phase 3 – many more digraphs (and some trigraphs!) 

 

NOTICE TO PARENTS:  
 Phonics: This week we focused on sound ‘sh’. (Phase 3.) We are learning the vocal sound, what it looks like written down (grapheme), thinking about it 

as an initial sound and placing it in a cvc/cvcc words for oral blending practise. 

 Please send in any NAMED item featuring the digraph sound ‘th’ Monday onwards for example something thin, something thick, a ttothbrush, a 

toothpick, a bathtub, a picture of a pathway, a moth, a mouth etc. It will be returned the following Monday when the new sound is learnt. Thank you 

very much in advance. 

 Please remember that Friday’s are own clothes day for children. This means you may dress your child in non – school uniform if you would like. (No 

sandals, kippah and tzitzit must be worn and shoulders covered for girls please.)  

 Please don’t forget a coin for Tzedakah Fridays – we are teaching the children about the idea of giving to charity. 

 Please look in your child’s purple bag every evening. It is likely there will party invitations, their own work or any other correspondence from school in 

there. Please also note that this book folder goes home on a Friday and MUST be returned Monday morning into your child’s tray. Please read the 

entries to see what your child has been up to and also carry out any home task set. 

 Your child has been given a library book this week. Please read it with them a few times at home. It is an opportunity for you and your child to spend 

quality time together thinking about what the pictures represent and enforcing the idea of reading for pleasure. We are teaching the children that 

in English, we read from ‘top left’ so please do so too at home! Please ensure that it is returned by the following Wednesda by placing them in your 

child’s tray for your child to receive a new one. If library books are not returned unfortunately your child will not receive a new one. 

 If we change your child into their spare clothes please replace them the next day. We always need a set of spare clothes for every child. 



 

 

 

 The day came for Yaakov and his family to leave. They all got onto on camels, and, rounding up all his herds and flocks, they 

began heading toward Yaakov's old home. 

 Three days later, Lavan hadn't even noticed that Yaakov and all of his family were gone. Someone told Lavan that Yaakov left 

taking his family and animals with him.  

 Lavan was not happy to hear that news. He gathered a group of men to go with him to help find Yaakov. They travelled seven 

days and finally saw Yaakov and his family on their camels. 

 Lavan chased after Yaakov and wanted to stop him leaving but in the end Lavan and Yaakov made peace together and Lavan 

went back to his home. Yaakov and his family said goodbye to Lavan with hugs and kisses. 

 

Vayishlach: 

 Yaakov called a few of his servants to his side. "Jeb, Aram. Go ahead of me and tell my brother Esav that I am coming. Tell 

him I have been working with Uncle Lavan the past twenty years and I have many herds, flocks, and servants. Tell him I wish 

to come in peace," Yaakov instructed. "Then come back and tell me if he is glad I am coming or if he is still angry with me.” 

 Why was Yaakov afraid of his brother Esav? 

 The servants ran on ahead as they were told, and it wasn't long until they came back to Yaakov with a report. "Esav is coming 

to meet you!" they exclaimed. "He has 400 men with him!" 

  Hearing those words made Yaakov very frightened! The servants didn't say whether Esav was coming in peace or if Esav still 

hated him and brought those 400 men to hurt him. Yaakov decided it was important to prepare for meeting with Esav; he 

didn’t want anything bad to happen. 

 Yaakov told his servants to split all of his animals into two groups. One group would go ahead of Yaakov and his family, and 

the other group would follow behind. He thought that if Esav was angry and was coming to hurt him, the first group might all 

be killed but he and his family and the second group would have enough warning that they could turn around and escape/run 

away? 

 How could Yaakov and his family escape? 

 After dividing all his animals into two groups, Yaakov found himself a place to pray to Hashem.  

 "Hashem of my grandfather Abraham and of my father Isaac, you told me to return to Erets Yisra’el. You promised that all 

would be well. Please protect me from Esav. I am so scared that he will hurt me and my family. You said you would do good to 

me and bless my family. Please keep your promise and look after me!” 

 What prayers can we say to Hashem? 

 After Yaakov prayed and begged Hashem to protect his family and himself, he decided to camp overnight in that spot. He 

decided it would be a good idea to send a present to Esav.  

 Why did Yaakov send gifts to Esav? 

 Yaakov couldn’t fall asleep and so he decided to get up and gather 220 goats, 220 sheep, 60 camels, 50 cattle, and 30 

donkeys! 

 He put a servant in charge of each group of animals and sent them ahead of him, putting a large space between each group. 

Why did he do this? 

 He told each servant that when he met Esav, he was to give the animals as a present, and tell him there were more coming 

and that his brother Yaakov was following behind.  

 The servants did what Yaakov said. 

 Just when Yaakov decided to go back to sleep a man came out of nowhere and started wrestling with him. They wrestled all 

night long! 

 Yaakov was fighting so hard, trying to win and he did in the end – he was very strong! 

 The man was really an angel from Hashem sent to remind Yaakov that Hashem was with him always. Before Yaakov let the 

angel go he asked him for a blessing, a brachah. 

 The brachah that was given to him by the angel was a new name – he was not to be called Yaakov anymore, but Yisrael. This 

was his new name. 

 In the morning, Yaakov/Yisrael saw Esav coming towards him with 400 men. He was brave and bowed down to him 7 times and 

went in front of everyone to meet Esav. The two brothers met and hugged and kissed each other and cried because they 

were happy to be together again.  Why was Esav special through his behaviour? (Forgiveness) 

 Esav was pleased to see what a big family Yaakov or Yisrael has, and that he had so many sheep and goats. The brothers 

spent a day together and then said goodbye to each other again and each went on their own way – Yaakov to Erets 

Yisra’el/Canaan and Esav to Seir where his home was. 

 

Activities/focuses this week: 

 

 Idea of 7 days, 7 years (x 2) 

 Identifying and writing 20 numbers  

 Saying goodbye – how we do this in different languages?   

 Splitting objects/toys/people into two groups – can children divide in equal quantities and know total remains the same?  

 Praying to Hashem – what prayers can we think of?  

 Reconciling through apologising/doing nice things for another person – can we think of how to be kind/how to mend a 

friendship after arguing/falling out?  
 

PLEASE NOTE: THE SEED CHILD/PARENT LEARNNIG EXPERIENCE LINKED TO 

THIS PARASHAH WILL TAKE PLACE 2:15PM – 3:30PM ON MONDAY 24TH 

JUNE. EACH CHILD NEEDS AN ADULT TO WORK WITH THEM. 

 


