
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT HJPS NURSERY: ROSH HASHANAH – SHOFAROT AND APPLES! 
 

 We now understand that very soon we will be celebrating ‘Rosh Hashanah’ and that this is the Jewish New Year. We have learnt that we 

say Shana Tova to our friends and family. 

 We discussed what fun things we might do in our New Year including making Rosh Hashanah cards for our families. They will be brought 

home to be given to family and friends next week! The children decorated the cards themselves, folded them and chose what words were 

written inside and to whom they were sending them to. 

 We have been reading ‘Sammy Spider’s First Rosh Hashanah’. We have used this story as a focus to bring our knowledge of key 

customs together – dipping apple in honey, blowing the shofar and sending cards to family and friends. 

 We have learnt that we blow the ‘shofar’ each day of Rosh Hashanah 100 times and have watched a variety of videos to see the real 

blowing of the shofar for RH. We listened to the different sounds that the shofar makes and had a noisy time blowing ourselves! 

    
 Gabriella told us that she had a ‘strong breath’ which would help her to blow the shofar so well! 

Phase 2 

 

Phase 3 – many more digraphs (and some trigraphs!) 

 

NOTICE TO PARENTS: 
 Phonics: This  week we focused on sound ‘a.’ (Phase 2.) We are learning the vocal sound, what it looks like 

written down (grapheme), thinking about it as an initial sound and placing it in a cvc/cvcc words for oral blending 

practise. The second sound of phase 2 is ‘t’.. Please send in any NAMED item featuring the sound ‘t’ Monday 

onwards for example a tambourine, a toilet roll, a tissue box, a tiger etc. It will be returned the following Monday 

when the new sound is learnt. Thank you very much in advance. 

 Please remember that Friday’s are own clothes day for children. This means you may dress your child in non – 

school uniform if you would like. (No sandals, kippah and tzitzit must be worn and shoulders covered for girls 

please.)  

 Please don’t forget a coin for Tzedakah Fridays – we are teaching the children about the idea of giving to charity. 

 Please look in your child’s purple bag every evening. It is likely there will party invitations, their own work or any 

other correspondence from school in there. Please also note that this home school task folder goes home on a 

Friday and MUST be returned Monday morning in your child’s tray. Please read the entries to see what your child 

has been up to and also carry out any home task set. 

 Your child has been given a library book. Please read it with them a few times at home. It is an opportunity for you 

and your child to spend quality time together thinking about what the pictures represent and enforcing the idea of 

reading for pleasure. We are teaching the children that in English, we read from ‘top left’ so please do so too at 

home! Please ensure that it is returned by the following Wednesday by placing it in your child’s tray for your child 

to receive a new one. If library books are not returned unfortunately your child will not receive a new one. 

 If we  change your child into their spare clothes please replace them the next day. We always need a set of spare 

clothes for every child. 

 After half term we will be beginning a 3 week block of learning around the topic of our religious Heroes – Avraham 

and Sara. Look out for the letter outlining the learning and how as parents you will be involved in your child’s 

learning.  

 We will, from January, have ‘Kabbalat Shabbat Fridays’ where each week two children will be Shabbat Ima and 

Aba. You will be invited in to watch your child as head of the Shabbat table – a gorgeous Nursery tradition that 

both the children and parents love! The rota has been sent out. Any questions please talk to Miss Wagner. 

 

NEXT 

WEEK: 

Apple 

& 

Honey 

Tasting 

and 

Voting! 



 We were introduced to Mr Ram and know that he is so kind because it is he that gives us Jewish people our shofar from the horns on his 

head. 

 Next we focused on the idea of apples being central to our Rosh Hashanah experience. 

 We know that apples are round/circular. We have been thinking of other things which are round/circular too, in particular different fruit – 

oranges, nectarines and cherries! 

 We know that an important fruit at Rosh Hashanah time is the apple and that we dip apple in honey to remind us of a sweet new year. 

 We have looked at a variety of apples, naming them and discussing their colour. We know that there are many varieties of apples 

including Granny Smith, Braeburn and Royal Gala. 

 We learnt that apples are grown on trees usually in an orchard. We read a super story called ‘Apple Days’ to illustrate point that apples 

must be ‘ripe’ and can fall down themselves or can be picked. The little girl in out story was called Katy and made delicious apple sauce 

with the apples she picked! Perhaps you could buy some apple sauce and allow your child to taste this food over the chag? 

 We sang the number rhyme ‘Five Rosy Apples’ linked to our topic! 

 We cut apples in half and explored the idea of 2 halves from one whole apple.We know that we can have the same amount of apple as 

our friends even when it is cut differently. We know that from a half we  can cut further slices that we will dip in honey next week for our 

apple and honey tasting sessions. THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR ALL OF THE APPLES! 

 We investigated what happens when we place two halves of an apple back together. We know that they fit perfectly and match each 

other. We tried to match different apples back together and saw their differing forms and sizes. Now we know that apples are all made 

differently, just like us. 

 We looked at the straight and curved lines of the apple and then painted them to create apple printing pictures. We counted the amount of 

prints we made and found the number on a number grid.  

 

 We compared the sizes of different apples identifying the largest, smallest and medium sized apples. 

 We learnt that the Hebrew word ‘Rosh’ means ‘Head’ in English. We played the ‘head, shoulders, knees and toes’ game substituting the 

word head for ‘rosh’ to remember the word! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1:1 counting apples activity with Mrs Bailey. We counted our 

apples and then found the corresponsing numeral to represent 

the amount we had counted. 

 

Matching shofarot – which are the same? How many in each group? 

 

 


