


  

What Is a General Election? 
On Thursday 8th June 2017, there will be a general election in the 
UK. Elections give people a chance to have a say in how the country 
is run. Every person 18 years and older will be allowed to vote 
independently. 
 
An election is when people get to choose which politicians will 
represent them in parliament. The political party with the most 
members of parliament (MPs) after the election will form the next 
government. 
 
We will have our own HJPS election on Thursday 8th June 2017 to 
determine who as a school we would like to be in charge of running 
our country!  
 
Make sure you read the party manifestos (a list of things they 
would do if they were elected) on the display board to help you 
make your informed decision! 

 
 



  

Why Is There an Election? 
On the 18th April, Prime Minister Theresa May announced she 
would call a general election. The next election was expected to 
be in 2020, however one can be called sooner if two-thirds of 
MPs vote for it. This is called a ‘snap – election’. 

The prime minister said she had 
“reluctantly” decided to call an 
election to “guarantee certainty 
and security” as the UK negotiates 
leaving the European Union 
(Brexit). 

I want this country to be able to play 
the strongest hand possible in those 
negotiations and be in a position to 

get the best possible deal. 

Prime Minister Theresa May 



  

Who Can We Vote For? 
Most election candidates are members of a political party. A political party 
is a group of people who share similar ideas and beliefs about how the 
country should be run. There are many different political parties in the UK. 
Some of the largest parties include: 

Conservative 
Party 

Labour Party 
Scottish 

National Party 

Liberal 
Democrats 

UK 
Independence 

Party 

Plaid Cymru 
(Wales) 

Green Party 

In the run-up to 
the election, the 
different 
candidates try to 
persuade people 
who live in their 
local area to vote 
for them. This is 
called canvassing. 
 
Political parties 
write a list of 
things they would 
do if they were 
elected. This is 
called a 
manifesto. 
 
Candidates who 
don't belong to a 
political party are 
called 
independents. 



  

. 

Can You Name These Political Party 
Leaders? 

 



  

How Do People Vote in an 
Election? 

To vote in any election, people must be 
over 18 and registered to vote. They will 
receive a polling card which shows they 
are eligible to vote and tells them where 
to go to vote. 

Most people vote at a polling station, 
usually public buildings like school halls, 
libraries or town halls. When they arrive at 
the polling station, they will be given a 
ballot paper.  
 
People can also vote by post or by proxy 
(arranging for someone else to cast their 
vote for them if they cannot do it 
themselves). 



  

What Is a Ballot Paper? 
To vote in an election, people must complete a ballot paper. 
The ballot paper lists the candidates people may vote for, with a box 
next to each name. 

To vote for a candidate, people 
put a cross in the box next to 
one name only and put the ballot 
paper into a sealed box. The 
candidate with the most votes 
becomes an MP. This is called 
the ‘first past the post’ system. 
 
People cannot vote for more 
than one candidate in a general 
election. Screened areas are set 
up so that you can vote in 
private. All votes are top secret! 



  

How Do We Find out the Results? 
When people vote in the real election, they are not voting for 
who will be Prime Minister; they vote for their local MP. The 
political party with the most MPs will form the next 
government. 

Counting of the votes 
begins when the polls close 
at 10pm on 8th June, 2017. 
 

Counting continues 
throughout the night. The 
results of each vote will 
be broadcast as they are 
announced. By the 
morning, the UK public will 
know who has been 
elected. 



  

How Will We at HJPS Vote in 
Our Election? 

We are not using a regular ballot system of voting at school for our election as we 
want to see the votes building for each political party as the day goes along so…… we 
have decided to vote using ball pond balls. 
 
Ball pond balls, you say?! Yes…  
 
 
Each child will have a ball that they will use to cast their vote by placing it in one of 5 
clear ballot boxes with a hole cut out of the top. You must place your individual ball in 
the ballot box for the political party that you most believe in, the party that appeals 
to you. This way you cast your vote! Voting is an important responsibility. 
 
You must read the 5 party manifestos (ideas of what they want to do for the UK) 
before you vote – make sure you know which political party is for you. You can find 
these on the display board outside the hall. 
 
The ballot box with the most amount of balls in by the end of the day will represent 
the political party that will win our HJPS election – who do you think it will be?  
 

Make sure to track the progress throughout the day on Thursday. 

Vote wisely – your 
vote counts! You 

 


