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1. The Rationale for Primary Languages 
 

The study of languages prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing 
world in which work and other activities are increasingly carried out in 
languages other than English.  Pupils use languages to communicate 
information responsibly and creatively. 
 
They learn to employ languages to enable rapid access to ideas and 
experiences from a wide range of people, communities and cultures.  
Increased capability in the use of languages promotes initiative and 
independent learning and encourages diversity within society.  Ability to 
communicate in more than one language promotes better understanding of 
other cultures and contributes to cohesion between groups. 
 
Teaching Ivrit in a Jewish school supports the reading of Hebrew in Jewish 
Studies, helps children to communicate with family members and helps to 
develop a positive relationship with the Land of Israel and the State of Israel.  

 
 
2. The Contribution of MFL to the Primary School Curriculum at HJPS 
 

The learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and 
cultural experience for the pupils.  Pupils develop communication and literacy 
skills that lay the foundation for future language learning.  They develop 
linguistic competence, extend their knowledge of how language works and 
explore differences and similarities between Ivrit and English.  Learning 
another language raises awareness of the multi-lingual and multi-cultural 
world and introduces an international dimension to pupils’ learning, giving 
them an insight into their own culture and that of others.  The learning of a 
foreign language provides a medium for cross-curricular links and for 
reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other 
subjects.  The teaching of Ivrit complements the Hebrew reading, Biblical 
vocabulary and grammar that are features of the Jewish Studies Curriculum. 

 
 
3. Aims and Objectives 

 
The aims and objectives of learning a Modern Foreign Language at HJPS are 
to: 

 

 Foster an interest in learning other languages 

 Introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable 
and fun 

 Stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language 

 Encourage children to be aware that language has structure and that the 
structure differs from one language to another 

 Help the children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other 
countries 

 Develop their speaking and listening skills 

 Lay the foundations for future study 

 Extend language teaching beyond mother tongue learning 



MFL    Page 4 of 6    May 2016 

 Support the reading of Hebrew in Jewish Studies 

 Make links with other elements of Jewish Studies  

 Develop a positive relationship with the Land of Israel and the State of 
Israel 

 
The children are taught to: 

 

 Ask and answer questions 

 Use correct pronunciation  

 Memorise words 

 Interpret meaning 

 Understand basic grammar 

 Work in pairs and groups to communicate in Hebrew 

 Look at life in another culture 
 
 

4. Curriculum Management 
 

The Subject Leader will facilitate the use of Languages in the following ways: 
 

 By updating the policy and scheme of work 

 By ordering/updating resources 

 By providing CPD so that staff are confident in how to teach the subject 
and have sufficient subject knowledge 

 By keeping staff abreast of new developments 

 By taking an overview of whole school planning to ensure that 
opportunities occur for pupils to develop Languages capability and that 
progression is taking place 

 By supporting staff in developing pupils’ capability 

 By attending appropriate courses to update knowledge of current 
developments, and by maintaining links with the Jewish Curriculum 
Partnership (JCP) 

 By contributing to the School Improvement Plan on an annual basis 

 By management of native speakers, if available 

 By monitoring the curriculum 

 By linking topics to Jewish Studies 
 
 
5. Embedding MFL in the Curriculum  

 
The school believes pupils will learn languages more effectively by having 
frequent exposure to them.  As staff become more aware of language 
teaching methodology, languages will be increasingly embedded in the 
curriculum.  The Subject Leader will highlight opportunities in medium term 
planning and provide the necessary support.  Opportunities for speaking 
another language should be exploited, be it in the playground or in the 
classroom.  All staff in the school are responsible for ensuring this. 
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6. The Curriculum and Timetable Provision 
 

At HJPS, Ivrit is taught to children in the EYFS for 15 minutes per week; in 
KS1 and KS2, for 30 minutes per week.   
 
The Hebrew curriculum for EYFS and KS1 is based on the Chalav Udvash 
schemes of work and supplementary material produced by the JCP. In KS2, 
Ivrit BeClick is used plus additional material from the JCP. 
 
The Chalav Udvash program includes five Teacher's Guides that provide 
materials for Hebrew instruction over a period of two to three years.  Each 
Teacher's Guide is divided into thirty to thirty-five study units. 
 
Each study unit is based on a brief instructional segment, practice activities 
using the new word or linguistic pattern and an integrated exercise that 
includes a review of material from previous units. 
 
The study units are all structured in a way that encourages the use of music 
and movement, interactive games and individual language use. 
 
Ivrit Beclick is an on-line teaching programme incorporating study units 
dealing with various topics.  Each unit begins with a short video clip depicting 
a situation in daily life and the rest of the unit is made up of interactive 
activities and games, worksheets, flashcards and other materials. 
 
Ivrit Beclick helps pupils progress gradually from stage to stage and from unit 
to unit. 
 
Unit 1 – all about me, family, food/drink, birthday, school 
 
Unit 2 – weather, clothes, home, animals 
 
Unit 3 – daily routines, hobbies, shopping 
 
Unit 4 – feelings, trips, sports, health 
 

  
7. Teaching and Learning Styles 
 

A variety of techniques are used to encourage the children to have an active 
engagement with Ivrit, including games, role play and songs.  Puppets and 
soft toys are used to demonstrate and present the foreign language.  Mime is 
used to present new vocabulary as this serves to demonstrate Hebrew without 
the need for translation. 

 
Teaching and learning takes place with a native speaker in order to provide an 
excellent model of the spoken language as well as to involve the children in 
learning about the culture of Israel. Listening, responding and speaking skills 
are emphasised in KS1 and then simple reading and simple writing skills in 
KS2.  A multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching is used, i.e. a 
physical element is introduced into some of the games, rhymes and songs as 



MFL    Page 6 of 6    May 2016 

this serves to reinforce memory.  Lessons aim to develop a positive attitude to 
the learning of Modern Foreign Languages.  Children’s confidence is built 
through praise for any contribution they make, however tentative. 

 
 
8. Assessment 
 

Children’s progress is assessed informally during the lessons, evaluating 
progress against two of the four National Attainment Targets: 
 

 Listening and Responding 

 Speaking 
 
In KS2, formal assessment takes place periodically. These ‘challenges’, 
together with wordlists and other curriculum material, remain stored in each 
child’s folder throughout KS2. 
 
An annual report for all pupils at the end of the academic year shows grades 
for Attainment, Progress and Effort.  

 
 
9. Inclusion 
 

All pupils have the opportunity to develop languages capability.  The school 
promotes equal opportunities and fairness of distribution of resources.   
 
Positive images of Ivrit being spoken by people of both sexes is a standard 
feature of the curriculum material.  The school recognises the motivational 
advantages of the use of a Modern Foreign Language by children with special 
educational needs. 

 
 
10. Monitoring and Review 
 

Monitoring is carried out by the Headteacher and the Subject Leader for 
Languages in the following ways: 
 

 Informal discussion with staff and pupils 

 Observation of Languages displays 

 Looking at the work in individual pupils’ folders 

 Classroom observation 
 
The MFL Subject Leader provides the Headteacher with a termly commentary 
on practice and progress.  The Headteacher reports to the governors on 
progress in teaching and learning.  There is an annual review of this policy by 
the MFL Subject Leader.   


