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Rationale for Jewish Studies at HJPS 
 
At HJPS, every child - regardless of their family’s level of religious practice and 
commitment - is entitled to have access to a full and motivating Jewish Studies curriculum 
and Jewish living experience, based on orthodox Jewish beliefs and practices, as 
proscribed by the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth. 
 
 

The aims of the Jewish Studies Curriculum 
 
We aim to equip our pupils with: 

 an understanding that good behaviour is a prerequisite for Torah learning 

 a sense of moral responsibility that will enable them to perform a Kiddush Hashem 
- to do good deeds and to live honest and upright lives 

 an appreciation for spirituality through prayer and through learning Torah 

 a secure knowledge and understanding of Judaism at an age-appropriate level 

 a sense of pride in feeling part of the wider Jewish community and the ability and 
desire to contribute to it 

 an awareness of their rich Jewish heritage 

 a commitment to and love of the Land and the State of Israel 
 

The Jewish Studies curriculum is delivered in a non-judgemental way.  It aims to transmit 
Jewish knowledge, Jewish literacy skills and Jewish values in such a way that children 
are equipped and motivated to continue their Jewish education in secondary school. 
 
 

General information about Jewish Studies at HJPS 
 

 Approximately 20% of the school day is allocated to Jewish Studies lessons 

 In addition to this, 15-30 minutes is allocated for Tefillah (daily prayers) each day; 
5-10 minutes each day for Birkat Hamazon/Bensching (Grace after meals); and 
each Key Stage has an extended assembly for Kabbalat Shabbat on a Friday. 

 We use the modern/Israeli Hebrew pronunciation.  
 
 

Inclusion 
 
At HJPS, we teach Jewish Studies to all children, whatever their ability and individual 
needs.  Through our teaching, we seek to provide learning opportunities that enable all 
pupils to make optimal progress.  We strive hard to meet the needs of pupils who have 
special educational needs, disabilities, special gifts and talents, or who are learning 
English as an additional language.  Jewish Studies teachers contribute to Individual 
Education Plans (IEPs) and, when appropriate, these may contain specific targets 
relating to Jewish Studies. 
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Integration 
 
Teachers of Jewish Studies liaise closely with their parallel Class Teachers.  
Opportunities for integration with the National Curriculum are actively sought in order to 
enhance both the overall learning experience and in order to develop further each child’s 
Jewish identity. 
 
Jewish values are implicit within school-wide systems, such as the School Council, the 
house teams and the PSHE programmes of learning. 
 
The successful delivery of the JS Curriculum is achieved by ensuring that JS teachers 
adhere to whole school policies in Teaching and Learning, in Marking, in Assessment and 
in Inclusion. 
 
 

The Curriculum 
 
Curriculum maps and guidelines ensure progress and continuity.  ICT resources and 
other materials continue to be developed in order to ensure our provision is inclusive and 
contemporary.  The Jewish Studies curriculum undergoes constant review by Jewish 
Studies teachers in order to further the aims of the school. 
 
There are four main curriculum areas, each containing several strands.  These are 
explained below: 
 
1. Torah 

 
Parashah – The weekly Torah portion 
Chumash 
Oral law - Mishnah 

 

 In the Nursery, children are introduced to key characters and key values in the 
Torah, through our unique ‘Heroes and Heroines’ programme, involving SEED 
and parents. 

 We teach Parashah more formally from Reception to Year 6 within the 
framework of the spiral JCP curriculum. 

 We use the JCP mitsvah/middah grids which identify a specific 
mitsvah/middah/value to be learnt through the Parashah learning in each Year 
Group.  This forms an integral part of the school’s PSHE teaching and learning. 

 We encourage teachers to use creative and imaginative teaching styles and 
strategies (props, role play, hot seating, etc) whilst teaching Parashah, in 
particular those that reflect the National Curriculum Speaking and Listening 
objectives. 

 Each Year Group has a Daf Parashah to take home every week. 

 Children are presented with a Chumash at a Chagigah in Year 3. 

 We use the JCP Chumash curriculum in Years 3 and 4.  In Year 3, we study 
episodes in the lives of Avraham and Sarah; in Year 4, we focus on Yitschak, 
Rivkah and Ya’akov. 
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 In Years 5 and 6, we have developed our own unique Chumash curriculum.  In 
Year 5, we focus on Yosef and use Rashi’s commentary to deepen the 
analysis.  In Year 6, we study aspects of leadership in the early life of Moshe, 
making use of more than one commentary. 

 Mishnah is introduced in Year 6.  We study the topic of “Lost and Found” and 
the ethics of handling lost property. 

 
2. Jewish Living  
  

Tefillah (Daily, Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh & Festival Prayers) 
The Jewish Calendar 
Festivals 
Shabbat 
Mitsvot 

 

 We use the Tribe Siddur for Children and Families. Children are presented with 
this Siddur at a Chagigah in Year 1. 

 We have developed a Tefillah and Birkat Hamazon curriculum that enables 
children to become progressively familiar with an ever-growing variety of texts in 
the Siddur. 

 Our focus is not just on reading the words but also on developing an 
understanding and appreciation of the meaning of the Tefillot. 

 We strive to make Tefillah both a spiritual and creative experience and use 
music and private Tefillah in order to enhance the experience for the children. 

 Through the Tefillah curriculum, it is our aim that the children will: 
 become familiar and comfortable with basic Tefillot  
 pray with understanding 
 be able to navigate the Siddur to find key Tefillot  
 feel able to participate actively and confidently in their synagogue’s 

children’s service 

 We have a unique Jewish Year curriculum with detailed information about what 
is taught in each Year Group. We always revise and consolidate previously 
learnt knowledge before introducing new information. 

 A substantial repertoire of songs plays a significant part in enhancing the 
children’s experience of each Festival. 

 Exciting events are held in school to celebrate each Chag (Festival), eg lunch in 
the school Sukkah, Purim activity day, Model Sedarim, etc. 

 All children in Nursery – Year 6 have an age-appropriate Kabbalat Shabbat and 
Havdalah experience each week.  Through these and other learning 
experiences, children develop an understanding of the meaning of Shabbat and 
its practices. This culminates in the residential Shabbaton in Year 6. 

 Similarly, through workshops and layered learning, children develop a greater 
understanding of kashrut and its unique requirements.  This culminates in the 
Jewish Community Tour in Year 6. 

 Daily and periodic collections of tsedakah as well as charitable initiatives led by 
Jewish Care, by Camp Simcha and by GIFT, enable children to give to the wider 
community and to discover the importance of doing ‘chessed’. 
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 A unique and intensive PSHE week is held towards the end of Year 6 to prepare 
the children for the challenges of growing up whilst at secondary school and 
beyond. 

 
3. Hebrew 
 

Reading 
Writing 
Language - Vocabulary, Grammar, and Comprehension 

 

 We believe that the ultimate aim of teaching Hebrew reading is that the children 
should be able to read classical Jewish texts with accuracy and fluency. 

 We start to teach Alef-Bet reading in Reception, after the Succot/Simchat Torah 
holiday. 

 We involve the children’s families in their Hebrew reading development. We 
expect the children to be practising regularly at home. Every child in Reception 
– Year 6 has a Hebrew reading record book which is signed by the parent each 
time reading is done and marked each week by the Jewish Studies teacher.  

 In 2014/15, the Aleph Champ Hebrew Reading programme was launched in 
Year 1.  In 2015/16, the pilot continued into Year 2 and it is expected to be 
introduced into Year 3 in 2016/17. 

 In Years 3 - 6, the children learn the more advanced Hebrew reading rules eg 
those that relate to the Sheva vowel. 

 We start to teach Hebrew script reading and writing in Year 2. 

 We teach Rashi script reading in Year 5. 

 We assess the children’s Hebrew reading through regular formative 
assessments as well as through formal termly summative assessments. 

 A knowledge of Biblical Hebrew is introduced through Chumash learning in Year 
3. In Years 4 – 6, weekly lists of Hebrew vocabulary are learned and tested with 
a view to securing a knowledge of the words that occur most frequently in the 
Torah. 

 A systematic programme of Hebrew grammar is used weekly in Years 3 – 6 to 
ensure a thorough understanding of prefixes and suffixes. The ability to dissect 
and translate complex Hebrew words is then applied in Chumash learning. 

 Through the acquisition and understanding of Biblical Hebrew vocabulary and 
grammar, children in Years 3 – 6 develop the ability to translate and 
comprehend the text of the Torah. 

 
4. Israel 
 

 Aspects of Israel, both in ancient times and in the modern day, feature 
throughout the curriculum.  The State of Israel is highlighted in the Summer 
Term through the observance of Yom HaZikaron and the celebration of Yom 
Ha’atsma’ut and Yom Yerushalayim. 

 The introduction of Ivrit as the school’s MFL (to Reception – Year 2 in 2012/13; 
to Key Stage 2 in 2013/14) has made possible further links with the modern-
day State of Israel and its people. 
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 Songs, visitors and fund-raising initiatives throughout the year contribute to an 
ever-growing bond with the modern-day State of Israel. 

 
 

The Jewish Curriculum Partnership (JCP) 
 

 The JCP develop curriculum and assessment materials for Parashah, Chumash and 
Tefillah and provide CPD training. 

 We use their learning and teaching materials, evaluating, adapting and augmenting 
them for the needs of our school. 

 We attend their regular training days and host their staff for observation and 
moderation visits. 

 
 

Extra Curricular Activities 
 
Children are encouraged to participate in extra curricular activities that enhance the 
Jewish life of the school and that serve to extend their own Jewish experience and 
knowledge.  Examples are the residential Shabbaton for Year 6, Israeli dancing, the 
school choir, Tsedakah projects, a Rosh Chodesh club for Year 6 girls and leyning 
opportunities for Year 6 boys. 
 
 

JS Staff 
 

 We seek to employ fully qualified staff to teach Jewish Studies.  Those who are 
unqualified are encouraged to join the GTP/RTP teacher training programmes when 
appropriate. 

 We provide a supportive induction and mentoring programme to all new JS teachers, 
whether qualified or not. 

 
 

Resources 
 
JS resources are stored in the JS Hut, where they are categorised according to subject.  
These include reading schemes and books for each key stage, Siddurim and 
Chumashim, our own workbooks and worksheets, posters, DVD’s and games.  Teachers 
have the use of laminating and photocopying facilities, a computer with suitable, updated 
software and interactive whiteboards in the classrooms. 
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Outreach 
 

 National Curriculum teachers and support staff are inducted to ensure an 
understanding and appreciation of the ethos and practices of the school.  This 
includes issues of kashrut, personal clothing, daily ritual procedures (eg bensching) 
and celebrations of Chagim (festivals). 

 

 Parents are encouraged to take part in their child’s Jewish education.  This is made 
possible through: 

 The weekly Parashah sheet that is sent home every week. 

 Our HJPS Adult Education Programme, provided by SEED and designed to 
develop the Jewish skills, knowledge and understanding of parents and to 
enhance their confidence and ability to help and guide their children. 

 Participation in the Year 1 Chagigat HaSiddur and the Year 3 Chagigat 
HaChumash. 

 Participation in the Year 5 and the Year 6 Parent and Child Learning 
Experiences. 

 Parent Consultation evenings and Meet the Teacher evenings during the year to 
discuss their child’s progress and formal written reports at the end of the year. 

 

 Local Rabbis are regularly invited to attend major school events and to speak at 
weekly Kabbalat Shabbat assemblies. 

 

 Links are maintained with Jewish charities such as Jewish Care and GIFT to enable 
children to give of their time and energy as well as through donations of money and 
other resources. 

 

 Regular exchanges with Central School in Watford are arranged for Year 5.  In 
addition, the Head of Jewish Studies speaks to the visiting pupils about Jewish living. 


