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Introduction 
 
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. Language is central to all 
learning and therefore, our policy at HJPS is to teach, promote, support and 
encourage all children as enthusiastic, confident and independent users of language, 
both through the spoken and written word. We recognise that language is crucial to 
all learning and we confirm that language empowers children to communicate 
creatively and imaginatively, as well as allowing them to engage in the world at large. 
We aim to provide pupils with the opportunities to consolidate and practise taught 
English skills across the curriculum. 
 
 

Equality Statement 
 
All pupils will have equal access to the teaching of the English curriculum regardless 
of race, gender, physical or sensory disability. We aim to give every pupil the 
opportunity to succeed in learning and to achieve as high a standard as possible. 
 
 

Aims 
 
The school aims to encourage all children to: 
 

 Read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a 
range of independent strategies enabling children to plan, draft and edit in order 
to improve their work. 

 Listen attentively, process the information collected and respond appropriately to 
others, retaining as much detail as possible. 

 Speak confidently with clear diction and intonation, and with regard for their 
listener, paying appropriate attention to grammar; to take part in drama activities. 

 Read fluently and with good comprehension from a wide variety of texts and 
genres at their own level, for information, pleasure and relaxation. 

 Develop their abilities as exponents of the written word by undertaking a wide 
variety of writing tasks, using clear, concise language with accurate punctuation 
and grammar, in a style appropriate for the purpose and audience.  

 Progress towards correct spelling and to produce neat, legible cursive 
handwriting. 

 Make fair, reasoned, critical responses about their own language work, that of 
their peers and of published authors and poets. 

 Use of computing and computing skills to edit and improve work. 
 

To achieve this, the school will provide: 
 

 A continuous programme of English which will be delivered through the 
Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, based on the National 
Curriculum objectives. 

 A curriculum in which all children attain their full potential in English and oracy. 

 A structured, progressive and balanced range of differentiated learning 
opportunities, including extension work for the More Able. 
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 Opportunities to develop language skills across the whole curriculum through 
whole school events and Jewish Studies. 

 A range of quality resources that is stimulating. 
 
 

Teaching and Learning Principles 
 

 The teaching of English will extend into all other areas of the curriculum in which 
the skills taught and learned, will be put into practice. 

 A text rich environment within which reading and writing are given a high profile. 

 A range of teaching strategies to include modelling, demonstrating, scaffolding, 
discussing, guiding, challenging, questioning and directing. 

 A variety of learning situations for children including whole class, guided and 
paired groups. 

 Differentiated activities to support less able children and to extend more able 
pupils where appropriate. 

 Informing and encouraging parents to support their children’s language 
development at home. 

 Teaching Assistants and support teachers to be used to support groups or 
individual children, within the classroom, guided by Class Teachers. 

 Homework carried out in line with the school policy. 

 Teachers will set and expect high standards of work across the curriculum, 
including correct speech, concentrated listening, good reading and neatly 
presented work. 

 Letters and Sounds to be taught in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 daily. 

 Skills including grammar, handwriting and spelling will be covered during the daily 
Basic Skills sessions. 

 Guided reading takes place as part of the carousel of activities during the Basic 
Skills session daily. 

 
 

Planning 
 
Teachers follow the statutory requirements for the National Curriculum for England.  
Teachers plan in year groups using the standardised planning sheets.  Planning 
follows the teaching sequence for writing, leading to quality written outcomes and 
may incorporate learning from other curriculum areas.  Within a term all year groups 
should cover one fictional text, one non-fiction text type and one poetry unit, as well 
as ‘Take One Book’ unit.  ‘Take One Book’ is a Hertfordshire initiative that develops 
pupils reading skills, as well as acting as a stimulus for a range of Creative Writing 
opportunities.  The Inclusion Team will also be involved, when necessary, in advising 
and supporting pupils who have been identified as needing extra support with 
English. 
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Assessment and Recording 
 

 Class teachers ensure continuous assessment in English is carried out according 
to school policy. Teachers make regular assessments, based on observations, 
both formal and informal of children’s contributions to class and group work. 
These assessments are used to inform teaching and planning. 

 Records will be kept of each child’s attainment and pupil progress will be 
rigorously tracked throughout the school using Hertfordshire’s Assessment 
criteria. 

 Children will produce a piece of unaided writing on a half-termly basis, which will 
be assessed against Hertfordshire’s Assessment criteria. These will be kept in 
the individual’s writing portfolios. 

 All children who are working at age related expectations, will take the National 
Curriculum Tests at the end of Key Stages 1 and 2. 

 All Key Stage 2 pupils will be assessed in Reading and Writing, three times a 
year. 

 Each child will be set targets, using Hertfordshire’s Assessment criteria, following 
these assessments and the data will be tracked using target setting grids. 

 Pupils who are under-attaining or underachieving will be identified by the class 
teacher.  Steps will be taken to monitor these groups of children’s progress. 
Parents will be informed where appropriate. 

 Written work will be marked and assessed against its purpose and the ability of 
the child, following the guidelines of the marking and feedback policy. Written 
comments should be positive and highlight achievement, as well as providing 
targets for improvement. 

 AFL is embedded throughout teaching and learning. Pupils regularly self-assess 
their own work and identify where improvements can be made. 

 Records of spelling achievement in both class tests and national tests will be kept 
for all children throughout both key stages. 

 Children’s achievements and progress will be reported to parents during Parents 
Evenings and in a formal written report at the end of each school year. Extra 
meetings may be arranged if parents and teachers feel this is necessary to 
support and develop English. 

 Teachers meet regularly to review and moderate individual examples of work. 

 Teachers to record evidence from all Guided Reading sessions, dating the HfL 
grid for Reading each time it’s been met. 

 
 

Monitoring and Co-ordination 
 
The English subject leaders are responsible for the implementation of this policy.  
English lessons are observed and planning monitored by the English subject leaders 
and SLT.  Children’s exercise books are also scrutinised regularly. The English 
subject leaders liaise closely with the Deputy Headteacher and provide regular 
reports to the Headteacher and Governing Body.  They will assist teachers by 
providing consultancy and advice with pupils and ordering resources when 
necessary. 
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Resources 
 
The school seeks to purchase and maintain resources of a high quality to support 
the teaching of English. Such resources will also include staff support materials. 
 

 The school has a large and varied reading scheme made up of a variety of 
leading published material. 

 A reading scheme is being used in Reception and Key Stage 1 to support the 
teaching of Letters and Sounds. 

 A large selection of Heinemann big books and guided readers in KS1. 

 A range of non-fiction big books and Longman and Oxford guided readers. 

 Nelson English scheme, fiction and non-fiction. 

 A selection of fiction and non-fiction big books. 

 Computers are available, allowing a variety of word processing activities to be 
undertaken within the classroom. 

 Interactive whiteboards are used in every classroom to enhance the quality of 
teaching and learning. 

 Each classroom has age appropriate dictionaries and thesauri. 

 Visits from authors, theatre groups and storytellers are arranged when 
appropriate. 

 The Library is available to pupils to borrow both fiction and non-fiction books. 

 A range of non-fiction big books and Longman, Pelican and Oxford guided 
readers. 

 Literacy Time magazines are available with numerous texts and resources to 
support teaching and learning. 

 Book Week is a highlight of the school calendar each year. 
 
 

English and the Jewish Studies Curriculum 
(Prepared by Mr D Lax, Head of JS) 
 
English can feature in Jewish Studies in two different ways.  The first way can be 
through superimposing English skills onto the Jewish Studies curriculum.  An 
example of this would be through enabling pupils to compose a ‘viduy’ (penitential) 
prayer in the form of an alphabetical acrostic (Year 6) or through dramatising a 
Biblical story (Years 1 - 6).  Whilst there are important benefits to such activities, the 
integration is superficial when compared with the second way, wherein English 
features as an intrinsic element of the Jewish Studies curriculum. 
 
Both approaches are utilised throughout the school regularly and frequently; both 
approaches make a significant contribution to the English Curriculum. Nevertheless, 
the selection below presents examples of the second approach only; it is by no 
means an exhaustive listing. 
 

Word Level 
 
Hebrew Reading 
 

 Using visual skills to identify when to apply various rules of Hebrew reading 
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 Being able to identify syllables in whole words 
 
Hebrew Writing 
 

 Practising the correct formation of cursive script letters, ensuring consistency in 
size and formation 

 
Tefillah (Prayer)  
 

 Identifying words that share common roots 
 
Chumash (Bible) 
 

 Using alphabetical lists of Hebrew words 

 Developing knowledge of Hebrew vocabulary and using it as an aid to 
understanding text 

 Being able to understand various terms such as: 
syllables, singular, plural, prefix, suffix, root, noun, pronoun, preposition, verb, 
possessive, stressed/unstressed vowels 

 Recognising and understanding the meaning of prefixes and suffixes in Hebrew 
text 

 Identifying words that repeat themselves in a story 

 Recognising word ‘families’ of key words in selected texts 
 

Sentence Level 
 
Chumash (Bible) 
 

 Reading verses accurately and recognising punctuation correctly 

 Being aware that Hebrew word order may be different from English word order 

 Translating Hebrew text in both a literal and non-literal way 

 Exploring ambiguities in sentences 
 
Parashah (weekly Biblical portion) 
 

 Retelling relevant parts of the weekly Parashah story 

 Being attentive to sentence construction, grammar and punctuation in the weekly 
‘Daf’ (Parashah sheet) both in Hebrew and in English 

 Editing and proof-reading own writing (Year 6 ‘Dvar Torah’ presentation) 
 

Text Level 
 
Tefillah (Prayer) 
 

 Locating information in a Siddur (prayer book) using contents list, page and line 
numbers 

 Understanding symbolic language (e.g. ‘Torah’ is like light) 

 Identifying patterns in prayers (e.g. acrostics in Shabbat ‘zemirot’ songs; couplets 
in ‘Viduy’ prayers) 
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Chagim (Jewish Festivals) 
 

 Understanding the use of symbol (e.g. Lulav, Etrog etc, Seder plate items) 
 
Chumash (Bible) 
 

 Locating information in a Chumash using headings, chapter and verse numbers 

 Identifying different voices in the Biblical text (narrator, characters) 

 Converting biblical text into a playscript. 

 Discussing characters’ feelings, behaviour, relationships and our response to 
them 

 Investigating how characters are presented through dialogue, action, description 
(Year 3: Avraham, Year 4: Ya’acov, Year 5: Yosef, Year 6: Moshe) 

 Composing headlines as a way of summarising a verse or extended passage of 
text 

 Exploring narrative order and the sequence of events 

 Exploring chronology in narrative 

 Identifying moral issues and dilemmas in stories 

 Studying text to identify attitudes and beliefs of others 

 Contributing constructively to shared discussions about Biblical text, responding 
to and building on views of others 

 Interpreting text in which meanings are implied or multi-layered (e.g. various 
Biblical commentaries studied in Year 5 and Year 6). 

 Reading instructional sections of text and identifying different information that 
they may yield (Year 6 Written and Oral Law module). 

 
Parashah (weekly Biblical portion) 
 

 Finding information in the weekly ‘Daf Parashah’ sheet  

 Developing inferencing skills to identify a ‘middah’ (Jewish value-concept) in a 
Biblical story or passage of text. 

 Reflecting on (and writing about) personal experience to illustrate a ‘middah’ with 
relevant examples. 


